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Special Educational Needs and Disability Policy
The words Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND), can sometimes cause concern for people when they hear them.

 More simply; we at Nursery prefer to view it in a way that means
“Assisting All Children To Make Progress”.

Nursery Aims
We aim to accommodate and support all children and parents to enable the children to develop to their full potential. At The Ark Nursery we help children to maintain high levels of self-esteem, independence and a strong sense of being part of a community with a positive view of themselves.  Essentially, we make learning fun and link the curriculum to the child’s shown interests, taking the relevant steps to adapt our facilities and activities to meet the needs of everyone.

We aim to foster an environment where all children are:

• Seen as children first

• Fully accepted and involved in all activities

• Encouraged and enabled to be as independent as possible

• Respected when care is of a private nature

In order to meet the needs of all children, including those with SEND, we consider the following issues:

• Access and suitable surroundings
• Activities (planning and differentiating these)

• Staffing levels - making sure these are adequate to meet a child’s needs

• Training of staff

• Resources and equipment

• Challenging stereotypes and promoting positive attitudes amongst all children and staff

• Individual programmes, monitoring of progress and record keeping

The Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Co-ordinator (SENDCO).

We have named Special Educational Needs Coordinators (SENDCo’s).  The SENDCo’s are responsible for monitoring the needs and progress of children with SEND.  The SENDCo will ensure that liaison takes place with parents/carers and with appropriate professionals as well as ensuring that the setting is up to date with current legislation and practice.

The SENDCo is responsible for:

• Ensuring that staff members are aware of the procedure if they have a concern about a child.

• Attending appropriate training and sharing this with the staff group;

• Coordinating the provision for children with SEND within the setting.

 If you have any questions and would like a chat with the nursery SENDCO please feel free to ask. We can arrange an appointment if a more formal meeting is required.  We are here to help you and your child, to liase and work with outside professionals when necessary. 
We aim to continue and develop the skills of our SENDCO and also cascade training to raise the awareness and draw attention to the latest developments regarding SEND practice with all staff members.

Admissions

We welcome all children and parents to the Nursery.  We endeavour to cater for all of the individual needs of children and enlist the support of outside agencies, liaising with them when necessary enabling all children to work alongside their peers.  

We are committed to sharing with parents our knowledge of the children’s progress. We respect the views of parents as the primary carers and educators of their children, understanding that their experiences will enable an effective assessment of the child’s needs.

Legislation

We work to the criteria laid down in the legislative documents SEND code of practice (2014) The Equality Act (2010) The Children and Families act (2014) The EYFS (2021) and Working together to Safeguard Children (2018. Updated 2022)

Definition of Special Educational Needs

Children have special educational needs if they have a learning need which calls for special educational provision to be made for them.

Children have a learning need if they:

a) have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of children of the same age; or

b) have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of educational facilities of a kind generally provided for children of the same age in schools within Children’s Services
c) are under compulsory school age and fall within the definition at (a) or (b) above or would so do if special educational provision was not made for them.

Identification, Assessment and Records.
Graduated Approach (SEND CoP 2014) ASSESS - PLAN – DO – REVIEW

We use a method called differentiation when planning activities, which means to adapt, simplify and extend to cater to all individual needs and abilities. When we make our assessments if we feel a child is making little or no progress our role regarding any concern with a child is to log and date it.  We share this information with the parents and together assess the needs of the child.  Reviews undertaken at 2yrs old (the 2 year check) may be used to inform any future support.
Normal practice is to use an individual plan (IP) - this is a means of setting some small steps hoping to enable a child to make a bigger step at a later date. IP’s only record that which is additional or different from normal provision. These IP’s are monitored by the child’s key person and the SENDCo and are reviewed and shared with the parents regularly at meetings arranged to suit all parties. Targets are revised as needed to meet the child’s continuing needs with input from all involved and gaining the views of the child through observation of their emotions, behaviours and verbal exchanges where possible. We are committed to sharing with parents our knowledge of the children’s progress. We shall respect the views of parents as the primary carers and educators of their children, understanding that their experiences will enable an effective assessment of the child’s needs.     

If despite having taken relevant and purposeful action to identify, assess and meet the special educational needs of the child, the child has not made expected progress, the setting will consider requesting an Education, Health and Care needs Assessment.  This will be done with the knowledge and, where possible, agreement of the child’s parent. During the course of an EHC needs assessment, the local authority has a duty to gather advice from relevant professionals about the young person’s education, health and care needs, desired outcomes and special educational, health and care provision that may be required to meet the identified needs and achieve desired outcomes. The Nursery will co-operate with Children’s services in this, by providing the requested advice and information. We also have a duty to admit a child to our Nursery if we are named in their EHC plan and to provide the educational support specified 
in the plan
Copies of forms, IEP frameworks are available if you wish to view them.

Confidentiality.

Information is kept confidential and accessed only by the adults working with the child and any relevant outside professionals with the parent’s knowledge and permission. All records will be transferred to school with parents’ consent.

Complaints

If you feel in any way dissatisfied, please refer to our Suggestions and Concerns Procedure found in the Ark nursery Policies located in the entrance hall. Thank you.
The Nursery welcomes any questions in this area and looks forward to talking to you.

This policy is reviewed annually
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